TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD Study Guide

        Your Complete Guide to the Final Test…(maybe)

Plot Summary:

· The story begins with Jean Louise Finch, nicknamed Scout, recalling the circumstances under which her brother Jeremy, called Jem, broke his arm. Scout explains her ancestor Simon came to America from England and established Finch’s Landing, the family estate.

· Scout and Jem live with their widowed father, Atticus, and their black cook Calpurnia, in the Alabama town of Maycomb. Atticus is a great lawyer and a very trusting and straightforward father. 

· In the summer, the kids meet Charles Baker Harris, or Dill, who lives with his Aunt, Rachel. The kids play together and act out plays, but they soon get bored and try to lure out their mysterious neighbor, “Boo” Radley.

· Arthur “Boo” Radley lives in the Radley place and has not been seen outside of the house in several years. He got in trouble with the law and his father strictly imprisons him in the house. Boo supposedly stabbed his father with a pair of scissors and is perceived as phantom-like and crazy.

· In the fall, Dill goes back to Meridian and Scout and Jem go to school. Scout’s teacher, Miss Caroline Fisher, is hard on Scout when she discovers that she already knows how to read. Walter Cunningham, a boy in Scout’s class, doesn’t bring a lunch and refuses the quarter Miss Fisher offers him, because he can’t pay it back. The Cunninghams are very poor but are good people at heart. Walter goes over to the Finch’s for lunch and is treated nicely.

· Back at school, we are introduced to Burris Ewell, a boy who is of a poorer and less respectable family than the Cunninghams. The Ewells only attend school for the 1st day to bypass the law. Scout also confronts Atticus and doesn’t want to go to school but Atticus convinces her to.

· One day after school, Scout sees 2 pieces of gum in a knothole in one of the Radley’s trees. On the last day of school, the kids find 2 Indian-head pennies and keep them. 

· Dill returns when summer comes and the kids roll in a tire past the Radley place. Scout falls in front of the house and is terrified. The children then begin playing “Boo Radley,” a game in which they act out Boo’s life. Atticus catches them and they wonder whether to play anymore. Scout starts spending time with her widow neighbor Miss Maudie Atkinson. Dill and Jem try to give Boo a note but Atticus orders them not to bother him anymore. 

· On the last day of summer, Dill, Scout, and Jem sneak over to the Radley place and peek through the shutters only to see a man with a shotgun. The gun goes off and the children run under the fence, where Jem’s pants get snagged and he loses them. The neighbors inform them that Mr. Nathan Radley shot at a “negro” in his yard. Atticus questions the loss of Jem’s pants, to which Dill responds strip poker. Later in the night, Jem retrieves his pants.

· Jem reveals that he found his pants hung by someone over the fence. School resumes and the children find a gray ball of twine and 2 figurines carved out of soap that resemble Scout and Jem. Later they find a spelling bee medal and a pocket watch. However, Mr. Radley fills the knothole with cement because the tree is dying (supposedly).

· There is a snowstorm in Maycomb and Mr. Avery makes the kids feel guilty by telling them bad children cause weather patterns. The children make a snowman. Ms. Maudie’s house burns down in the middle of the night. Boo drops a blanket on Scout in the snow and Jem reveals all of the kids’ actions to Atticus. Ms. Maudie is happy because now she can get a house with a bigger garden.

· At school, Scout is made fun of because her dad has taken on the case of defending Tom Robinson, a black man accused of raping Mayella Ewell. Atticus knows he cannot win but he must try.

· Uncle Jack comes to town for Christmas and the family goes to Finch’s Landing. Aunt Alexandra tries to make Scout a lady and Scout meets and dislikes her relative Francis. He makes fun of Atticus and Dill so Scout fights him. Scout reveals this to Jack but not Atticus. 

· The children are embarrassed that Atticus is older than their friends’ fathers, but Atticus proves them wrong when he shoots a rabid dog from far away. He is called “One-shot Finch”.

· As the children walk by the house of a mean old lady named Mrs. Dubose, she insults Atticus for taking on the case of Tom Robinson. Jem loses his temper and takes a baton he bought for Scout. He runs into Mrs. Dubose’s yard and destroys her flowers. As a punishment, he has to read to her everyday. Each day he reads to her for a longer time. This is all to help Mrs. Dubose overcome her morphine addiction. She dies shortly after and leaves a flower in a box for Jem as thanks.

· Jem has become more mature and Scout is not happy. Dill does not come to Maycomb this summer, but stays home with his mom and her new husband, who Dill doesn’t like. The children go to Calpurnia’s church when Atticus is there. The church is called First Purchase because it was bought with the first freed slaves money. White people have no respect for the church. Everyone is fairly friendly and Reverend Sykes raises money to help Tom Robinson’s family. 

· When the children return home, Aunt Alexandra is waiting for them. Aunt Alexandra tries to influence Scout and explains the Finches are a great family because they have a long ancestry.

· Atticus explains to Scout what rape is and Aunt Alexandra tries to get rid of Calpurnia. Scout gets annoyed that Jem thinks he is her father and they start fighting. Then they discover Dill under Scout’s bed. Dill has run away because he doesn’t like his new father. Atticus tells Ms. Rachel that Dill is here and allows him to stay.

· A group of men threatens Atticus in front of his house and Tom Robinson is moved to the county jail for the trial. That night, Atticus suspiciously takes the car into town to the jail to see Tom. He is approached by a group of men, when the children (who had followed Atticus) reveal themselves. Scout recognizes Mr. Cunningham and talks with him about his son. Having brought things into the personal level of the town, the group of men disbands. Mr. Underwood had been protecting Atticus with a shotgun the whole time.

· The trial begins and we are introduced to Dolphus Raymond, a white man involved with a black women and who has mixed children. He carries around a sac of whiskey to drink.

· Mr. Gilmer (the prosecutor) questions Heck Tate who recalls what happened on the night of the “rape.” Atticus questions him and determines Mayella’s bruises were on the right side of her face. Bob Ewell is the next witness and claims that he saw the rape through a window. Per Atticus’s request, Bob writes his name and we see that he is left-handed. A left-handed man would most likely injure a girl on the right side of the face.

· Mayella Ewell is the next witness and she is a whiny bitch. She claims Tom came into her house to bust up a dresser and abused her. Atticus questions how Tom could have beaten her with his crippled left hand, which had been injured in a cotton gin. Atticus insists that Bob beat her, but Mayella cries and refuses to answer any questions. (P.S: Mayella’s story conflicts with Mr. Ewell’s in certain places.)

· Tom Robinson is the last witness. He claims Mayella came onto him and tried to kiss him. Then Mr. Ewell appeared, called Mayella a W, and Tom ran away. After Mr. Gilmer’s persistent questioning, Tom says he felt sorry for Mayella. (big mistake…) Scout then takes Dill outside because he is not feeling well.

· We find out that Dolphus Raymond’s drink is just Coca Cola; he pretends he is drunk so he doesn’t have to deal with peoples’ disapproving attitudes. When the children return to the courtroom, Atticus is making his closing remarks and it seems impossible a jury could convict Tom on Atticus’s great defense. Just then, Calpurnia comes to the courtroom.

· Calpurnia comes with a message saying the children are gone. They are found in the balcony and have to return after supper. They return and wait for a verdict. Jem is confident but the verdict is guilty. As Atticus passes by the colored people, the rise out of respect.

· Jem is heartbroken about the injustice. The children also learn that Bob Ewell had accosted Atticus and sworn revenge. Atticus is not worried.

· Scout and Aunt Alexandra have tea with the ladies for gossip and such. Atticus tells us that Tom Robinson tried to escape from prison (knowing he had no chance in the court of appeals) and was shot 17 times. News of Tom’s death spreads but no one really cares for long.

· Bob Ewell begins harassing people whom he feels ruined his reputation. Scout is in the Halloween play dressed as a ham, in a movement-restricting costume. On the way home from the play (which Scout messed up by coming onstage late), Scout and Jem sense they are being followed. Eventually they are attacked and Jem’s arm is broken by the attacker. Then a man pulls the attacker off Scout and carries Jem back to the house. Dr. Reynolds comes to the house to assess Jem’s injuries. Mr. Heck Tate arrives and says that Bob Ewell fell on his knife and killed himself.

· Scout recalls the attack to Tate and eventually realizes that the man who saved them was Boo Radley. –CLIMAX- Tate and Atticus argue about how Ewell died: Atticus says Jem stabbed him, but Tate knows Boo stabbed him. Tate says, however, that Ewell fell on the knife, because he knows Boo doesn’t need any more trouble from the town. Scout then takes Boo back to his house.

(Some) Important Quotes:
1. “You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view-“ –Atticus

2. “Simply because we were licked a hundred years before we started is no reason for us not to try to win.” –Atticus

3. “Mockingbirds don’t do one thing but make music for us to enjoy. They don’t eat up people’s gardens, don’t nest in corncribs, they don’t do one thing but sing their hearts out for us. That’s why it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird.” –Ms. Maudie

4. “…before I can live with other folks I’ve got to live with myself. The one thing that doesn’t abide by majority rule is a person’s conscience.” –Atticus

5. All the little man on the witness stand had that made him netter than his nearest neighbors was, that if scrubbed with lye soap in very hot water, his skin was white. –Scout/Narrator

6. “Mr. Finch, if you was a nigger like me, you’d be scared too.” –Tom Robinson

7. …it was like watching Atticus walk into the street, raise a rifle to his shoulder and pull the trigger, but watching all the time knowing that the gun was empty. 

            –Scout/Narrator

8. “Don’t fool yourselves- it’s all adding up and one of these days we’re going to pay the bill for it. I hope it’s not in you children’s time.” –Atticus

9. “Mr. Finch, there’s just some kind of men you have to shoot before you can say hidy to ‘em. Even then, they ain’t worth the bullet it takes to shoot ‘em. Ewell ‘as one of ‘em.” –Mr. Heck Tate

10. “Hey, Boo.” –Scout

11. “There’s a black boy dead for no reason, and the man responsible for it’s dead. Let the dead bury the dead this time, Mr. Finch. Let the dead bury the dead.” –Mr. Heck Tate

12. “Well, it’d be sort of like shootin’ a mockingbird, wouldn’t it?” –Scout

Vocabulary:

· assuaged- to make milder of less severe; relieve; ease
· predilection- preference; bias
· ambled- to walk slowly
· malevolent- evil, harmful
· fractious- unruly, quarrelsome
· disapprobation- disapproval, condemnation
· transaction- the act of carrying out a formal agreement or settlement
· mortification- embarrassment
· inequities- unfairness; biased circumstance
· vexations- annoyances
· auspicious- fortunate; prosperous
· edification- the act of uplifting/guiding morally
· quell- subdue, end, suppress
· waning- draw to a close, decrease in strength or intensity
· rendered- to cause to be or become
· palliation- the act of relieving; alleviation
· mausoleum- a large tomb
· unfathomable- unknown or unable to be understood
· obstreperous- resisting control or restraint; noisy, obnoxious
· rectitude- correctness; righteousness
· denunciation- the act of publicly opposing or condemning something
· invectives- an insulting word or expression
· infuriated- angered
· bouts- contest of strength; argument
· decreed- commanded, ordered by decree
· aberration- the act of going out of the ordinary and off the usual course
· perplexity- confusion, uncertainty
· rudiments- basic elements or principles
· clad- dressed, covered in
· erratic- on an indefinite or unusual course
· expunge- delete, eject
· riled- agitated
· uncouth- rare; awkward
· temerity- recklessness, rashness
· brevity- bravery
· congenital- pertaining to a condition present at birth; gene related
· raling- a harsh sound form the throat or chest
· succinct- precise; words spoken to the point
· volition- the act of making a choice
· amiable- pleasing
· inaudible- unable to be heard
· discreet- secretive
· squalid- rough, dirty
· elucidate- make clearer
· acrimonious- bitter, rude manner of speech or temper
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

Nelle Harper Lee:

· born April 28, 1928 in Monroeville, Alabama
· was a tomboy growing up and was friends with Truman Capote
· 1956- received money to start To Kill a Mockingbird

· 1959- finishes book and goes to Kansas with Capote to help research a crime scene called the Scottsboro Trials, in which 9 black people raped 2 girls (Tom Robinson case based on this)
· To Kill a Mockingbird published July 11, 1960- won Pulitzer Prize in 1961\
· Atticus- based on own father
Dill- based on friend Truman Capote

Tom Robinson case- based on Scottsboro Trials

Jem- based on own brother Edwin

Scout- based on herself

· Still alive
Truman Capote:
· born September 30, 1924 in New Orleans, Louisiana

· neglected by parents and became friends with Nelle Harper Lee

· went to NY every summer (like Dill in the book)

· was a party animal and bad student

· wrote autobiography called Other Voices, Other Rooms
· 1958- wrote famous play Breakfast at Tiffany’s
· 1959- went to Kansas with Lee to investigate murder/rape case- wrote book about it called In Cold Blood (most famous book) in 1966

· Nov. 28, 1966- hosted Black and White Ball- one of the biggest party ever

· party lifestyle led to drug and alcohol problems

· Aug. 25, 1984- died of liver failure

· (P.S: He was gay)

The Great Depression:

· lasted 1929- 1939—it was caused by drought, stock market crash

· Oct. 29, 1929- Black Tuesday- Stock Market Crash when people tried to sell stocks

· people bought on margin- take loans to pay the bank firm

· in the south, droughts made the crops profits go down

· hobos lived in Hoovervilles- places named after President who didn’t do anything to help solve the problem

· problem didn’t stop until FDR was elected

· he set up lots of civil services that created jobs in new industries and got people back on their feet

· The Great Dustbowl- droughts that caused huge dust storms in the Midwest and central USA

The Judicial System: (Steps of arrest and the system)

· starts with investigation of crime to get evidence

· taken into court custody- have to say Miranda Rights (you have the right to an attorney…etc)

· you can pay bail in minor crimes to leave jail but ensure you return for the trial

· prosecution in court with indictment- filing of information by prosecutor

· defendant pleads guilty, not guilty, or no contest (no opinion, don’t want to say)

· defendant can make plea bargain- deal with release of info in exchange for shorter sentence or fee reduction

· trial takes place- jury has to decide “beyond reasonable doubt” guilty or not

· if innocent, you are free to go and cannot be tried for the same crime again

· if guilty, you get sentence like prison or community service depending on intensity of crime

· you can go to the appellate court (court of appeals) to file for an appeal (another trial)

· statue of limitations- time (usu. 7 years) you have to sue or arrest- you must arrest or sue before the time expires or else it is not allowed

· governor of state is the only person that can save a person on death row

· mistrial is when new evidence comes up that alters the verdict and results in a new trial

· hear-say – something a witness says that someone else said that’s not valid

EXTRA CREDIT AND POSSIBLY GRAMMAR COMING SOON!!!!!

